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Every day veterinarians across the country see hundreds
of cases of laminitis, a painful disease which affects the
feet of the horse. What's especially alarming is that
some cases are preventable. In fact, it may be that we
are killing our horses with kindness.
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Consider that a common cause of laminitis is overfeeding —

a management factor that is normally within our control.

By learning more about laminitis, its causes, signs and
treatments, you may be able to minimize the risks of
laminitis in your horse, or control long-term damage if

it does occur.
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LAMINITIS DEFINED

Laminitis results from disruption {constant, intermittent,
or short-term) of blood flow to the sensitive and insensitive

laminae.

Also involved in the “founder” process is a disruption of the
attachment mechanism between the sensitive and insensitive
laminae. This may actually occur initially since cold water

baths may be beneficial before clinical signs are apparent.
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LAMINITIS DEFINED

These laminae structures within the

foot secure the coffin bone (wedge-shaped
bone wirthin the foor) to the hoof wall.
Inflammation can permanently

weaken the laminae and interfere

with the wall / bone bond.
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In severe cases, the bone and the hoof wall can separate.
In these situations, the coffin bone may rotate within the
foot, be displaced downward, "sink" and eventually

penetrate the sole.
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LAMINITIS DEFINED

Laminitis can affect one or all of the feet, but it is most often

seen in the front feet concurrently.
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LAMINITIS DEFINED

The terms “laminitis™ and “founder™ are used

interchangeably.

Founder usually refers to a chronic (long-term)

condition associated with rotation of the cotfin bone.

Acute laminitis refers to symptoms associated with a
sudden initial attack, including pain and inflammation

of the laminae.
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