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\ HoRsE HEALTH EDUCATION: EXPECTANT MARE

Pregnancy is often thought
of as a delicate and fragile
condition, but when it
comes to horses, this
perception is perhaps due to
the mare’s relatively poor
reproductive performance in
comparison to other
domestic animals.
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Proper nutrition, deworming, exercise, dental
care and vaccinations will help enable a mare
to have the best opportunity for a healthy
pregnancy.
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PRECARIOUS BEGINNINGS

The earliest days of an embryo’s existence
are the most precarious.

During the first 30 days, there is a 10-15
percent chance that the embryo will be
resorbed.
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PRECARIOUS BEGINNINGS

Factors that have been implicated in early
embryonic loss include:

stress

illness

uterine infection
hormonal abnormalities
presence of twins

other undetermined causes
low progesterone
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PRECARIOUS BEGINNINGS

R 7 Dayé6-7 The fertilized egg (zvgote) travels down
the fallopian tube and enters the uterus.

Day 12-13 The embryonic vesicle is usually large
enough to be detected by ultrasonic
examination.

8-day-old embryo
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