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AAEP

If you own horses long enough, sooner or later you

will likely be confronted with a medical emergency.
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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: EMERGENCY CARE

There are several behavioral traits that make horses

especially accident-prone:

- Flight-or-fight instinct
- Hierarchy dominance - the need to establish the pecking
order within the herd

- Natural curiosity

HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: EMERGENCY CARE

Several behaviors account for many of the cuts, bruises and

abrasions that horses suffer.

Lacerations are typically the most common emergency with

which horse owners must contend.
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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: EMERGENCY CARE

There are other types of emergencies as well that can consist of:

- Colic
- Foaling difficulties
- Acute lameness

- Seizures

- Illness
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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: EMERGENCY CARE

As a horse owner, you must know how to recognize serious
problems, respond promptly and take appropriate action while

awaiting the arrival of your veterinarian.
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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: EMERGENCY CARE

RECOGNIZING SIGNS OF DISTRESS

You must be a good observer so you can readily

recognize signs of ill health.

It is important to know vour horse’s normal vital signs,

including temperature, pulsc & respiration (TPR) as well

as normal behavior patterns.
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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: EMERGENCY CARE

RECOGNIZING SIGNS OF DISTRESS

Subtle signs may include:
* Anorexia decreased appetite
* Lethargic
* Laying down longer than usual
* Single animal off to themselves
* Squinting or tearing (holding the eye closed)
* Red, purple, white or yellow gum color

* Fever (temperature greater than101.5)
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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: EMERGENCY CARE

WHAT'S NORMAL?
There will be individual variations in temperature, heart
and respiration values. Take several baseline measurements when

the horse is healthy, rested and relaxed.

Write them down and keep them within easy reach, perhaps with

vour first aid kit, so you can compare to them in case of emergency.
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