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@ HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: DISASTER PREPAREDNESS

In the event of a disaster, your veterinarian knows how
important it is for you as a horse owner to have pre-planned
actions and proper information to make rapid decisions that

may save your horse’s and even your own life.
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ASSESS YOUR RISKS

What are the most likely disasters in your area?
(flood, fire, tornado, hurricane, nuclear accident,

disease threat, chemical spill, ice storm, etc.)
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ASSESS YOUR RISKS

For each type disaster, make a checklist:

* What are your major vulnerabilities?
* Whart can you do to minimize damage?
® Whar plans do you have in place?

* Who do you need to contact?
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BEFORE THE EVENT

® Take a carcful look at your property and
identify the best place for your animals in
each type of disaster you consider.
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BEFORE THE EVENT

¢ Prepare for the possibility you might have to

evacuate.

- Check with your local veterinarian, law
enforcement, animal control or agriculture

extension office for routes and

recommendations for evacuations.
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BEFORE THE EVENT

¢ Find several alternative locations and check the entry
requirements of each. Be sure to have agreements arranged

for your animals in advance.
* Prepare an ID packet for each horse including age, sex,

breed, color, registrations, unique ID’%, photos, microchip
numbers, etc.
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BEFORE THE EVENT

¢ Write down any special feeding instructions,
list any medications with dosage, record the
name and phone number of your prescribing

veterinarian.

® Be sure all vaccination and medical records are

in writing and up to date. Have a current
Coggins test record. Consult your veterinarian

for other recommended immunizations or tests.
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BEFORE THE EVENT

¢ Keep insurance coverage current and adequate.

* Consider an event where you might be unable
to save/evacuate all of your animals. Make a
priority list. Familiarize family and farm

personnel with the list in case you are not there

when a disaster occurs.
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