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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: DENTAL

OVERVIEW

Routine dental care is essential to
your horse’s health. Periodic exams,
corrections and regular maintenance
are especially necessary for a number
of reasons.
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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: DENTAL

OVERVIEW

¢  We have modified the horse’s diet and
eating pattern through domestication and
confinement.

*» We demand more from our performance
horses beginning at a younger age.

« We often select breeding animals without
regard to dental considerations.
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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: DENTAL

OVERVIEW

Proper dental care has its rewards.
Your horse will be more comfortable,
utilize feed more efficiently and may
perform better and even live longer.
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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: DENTAL

THE HORSE'S MOUTH

» Horses are grazing animals and their
teeth are perfectly adapted for that
purpose. The forward teeth (incisors)
function to shear off forage.

» The cheek teeth (molars and premolars),
with their wide, flat, graveled surfaces,
easily grind the feed to a mash before
swallowed.
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HORSE HEALTH EDUCATION: DENTAL

THE HORSE'S MOUTH

Horses get two sets of teeth in
their lifetime. The baby teeth
(deciduous teeth) are temporary.
The first deciduous incisors may
erupt before the foal is born.

10-day-old foal
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